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WASHINGTON - A key subcontractor on the troubled ground control segment for the U.S. Air Force's Global Positioning System (GPS) 2F navigation satellites is being kicked off the program, according to industry officials.

Computer Sciences Corp. of El Segundo, Calif., which was having difficulty developing communications software for the GPS 2F satellites, has been directed by prime contractor Boeing Co. to stop work on the program, industry sources said.


The value of Computer Sciences' GPS 2F software contract is $270 million, according to one industry source.


Charlie Greenwald, a spokesman for Computer Sciences, confirmed that the company received a 90-day stop work order from Chicago-based Boeing Oct. 1. During that period, officials from the two companies will meet to review Computer Sciences' work on the program, he said, but declined to comment further.


The problems with the GPS 2F ground segment could delay by two years the availability of the full anti-jamming capability of the satellites, according to industry sources. The GPS 2F satellites are slated to start launching in 2005, but the control segment might not be up and running until 2007, the sources said.


Without the new ground segment, the GPS 2F satellites will not offer any significant improvement over the GPS 2R satellites they are replacing, the sources said.
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