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Offutt Will Take Command This Fall
By Jake Thompson, World-Herald Bureau

WASHINGTON - A new major military command will go into operation Oct. 1 at Offutt
Air Force Base, defense officials said Wednesday. The new command will assume full
operation about a year later.

Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld said Wednesday that the merger of U.S. Space
Command in Colorado with U.S. Strategic Command at Offutt near Bellevue would form
a new regional command, probably at Offutt.

One source indicated that it could retain the name Strategic Command.

An environmental assessment, which probably will take several months, must be
completed before Offutt officially wins the new command post.

Although the merged command markedly boosts Offutt's national defense duties, a
defense official said the base probably won't see a rash of new building or a rush of
people transferring into the metro-Omaha area from Colorado.

"It's a plus in both communities on the number of jobs by a small amount,” said Lt. Col.
Michael Humm, a Defense Department spokesman. "It's definitely not going to be a
negative impact."”

The Defense Department is studying how many people and how much equipment will
need to be transferred to the new command and expects to make that determination by the
time it is in full swing, Humm said.

Space Command, which was created in 1985 and has 750 employees, oversees a network
of military satellites that provide intelligence, missile warning, navigation and weather
information to U.S. troops around the world. It tracks about 8,000 objects orbiting Earth.

Strategic Command, established in 1992 as an outgrowth of the former Strategic Air
Command, oversees the nation's arsenal of nuclear-tipped ballistic missiles in
underground silos, on submarines and aboard bombers as a deterrence against nuclear
war. About 1,800 people are employed at StratCom.

The streamlining drive and the goal to improve the Defense Department's ability to
combat new, unpredictable threats worldwide put Omaha on the map in a distinct way.

In April, Rumsfeld announced that Peterson Air Force Base at Colorado Springs, now
home to Space Command, would become the home to a new Northern Command
overseeing the military's homeland security efforts.



