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GPS Gives Walden Lake An Advantage

By SHANNAN D. POWELL
Tribune correspondent 

Walden Lake Golf and Country Club in Plant City features something many southeastern Hillsborough County golfers dream about: twice the golf. That is 36 holes, or a day of golf without repeating a hole. 

``There aren't any other 36-hole courses within 20 miles,'' general manager Terry Cross said. ``We can host up to 288 players in one tournament.'' 

Walden Lake features two typical Florida courses designed by architect Ron Garl, the Hills Course and the Lake Course. Both have four tee boxes, contain a fair amount of water and bunkers and are relatively narrow, therefore rewarding accurate and controlled shots. 

``Controlling where your missed shots go will dictate how well you score,'' head pro Chris Hendrick said. ``You need to have the ability to work the ball right to left, and left to right.'' 

The Lakes Course is a scenic par-72, 6,561-yard course preferred by many members. Not quite as aesthetically pleasing with fewer large water hazards, the Hills Course is a par-72, 6,530-yards course. The big difference is the Hills features the club's toughest hole. 

The 17th hole on the Hills is a tricky 183-yard par-3, with water stretching the length of the left side and a two- tiered green. 

``I think people's egos get them to the standpoint where they think they can hit longer than they really do,'' Hendrick said. ``It's 175 yards, and golf is a game of averages, not longest shot.'' 

Golfers may dream of more golf, but Walden Lake has something they may not have dreamed of. It is one of three clubs in Hillsborough County with a global positioning system. 

``We have GPS on all our carts,'' Cross said. ``It's a nice feature a lot of people enjoy. It makes the game more interactive.'' 

With a LCD screen in every cart, golfers can access information on yardage, hole locations and playing tips from the staff, which allspeed up the pace of play. 

``GPS makes club selection a lot easier because it gives golfers a rough idea of the distance from the cart to any point on the hole,'' Hendrick said. ``You don't have to go around and search for yardage markers any more.'' 

During tournaments and group outings, players can keep track of competition with a live leader board. In addition, golfers can send and receive messages from the pro shop, including weather updates, medical emergency information and requests for food or beverage. 

Hendrick sees untapped potential in the system. In the future, Walden Lake golfers will have access to up-to- the-minute stock and news information. 

Walden Lake Golf and Country Club is a semi-private club that allows nonmembers to play for a fee ranging from $22 to $45, depending on the season and time of day. 

Golfers also have access to a stocked pro shop and comprehensive practice facilities that include a driving range and practice greens. 

Club features also include a Junior Olympic-sized swimming pool, six tennis courts, a fitness center and a 27,000 square foot clubhouse with dining and banquet facilities. 

Purchased by Meadowbrook Golf Inc. in 2001, Walden Lake is one of 105 courses owned and operated by the corporation out of ChampionsGate, near Orlando. 

This story can be found at: http://tampatrib.com/News/MGAFP6ZI1FD.html
