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The World Radiocommunication Conference 2003 (WRC-03) has confirmed the technical provisions for the use of the new radionavigation satellite service (RNSS) bands, including those used by GPS, Russia’s GLONASS system, and the European system Galileo now under development. 

Among other goals, the United States delegation, led by telecom executive Janice Obuchowski, obtained approval of new spectrum between 1164 and 1215-MHz in the lower L-band for a new civil signal known as L5. 

The conference in Geneva, Switzerland, which ended in early July, established regulatory provisions for consultation and coordination of the various RNSS systems. At issue was the procedural approach to managing the cumulative spectral “noise” level created by multiple systems using the same frequencies. 

Although agreeing on the technical standard needed to protect safety of life services from interference, the United States and European Conference of Postal and Telecommunications Administrations offered competing proposals for how to protect the interference threshold. The European plan called for a broader consultative approach and formal coordinating process that would have applied retroactively to existing systems, including GPS and GLONASS. 

The United States sought to secure the status of existing systems and those under development, including Galileo, without being subject to the new process. The WRC delegates decided that the procedures will be applied only to systems filed at the International Telecommunications Union after January 2005.

