U.S., Europe await approval to unite navigation efforts 
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Satellite navigation could become a showcase for trans-Atlantic industrial cooperation in the coming decades if alliances now taking root are not blocked by the governments involved, U.S. and European industry officials said.

Industry officials concede the irony of the fact that Europe's Galileo satellite navigation project - born as a competitive response to the success of the U.S. GPS system - has opened the possibility that U.S. and European companies will become deeply involved in each other's hardware development.

A key indicator of whether industrial alliances already formed will be permitted to flourish will be an announcement expected within weeks from the European governmental organization overseeing the Galileo project.
