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If you've paid any attention at all to the coverage of the war in Iraq, you

can't help but notice the critical role the Global Positioning System is

playing in helping soldiers, Marines and pilots find their way, and

steering bombs and cruise missiles to their targets.

But the GPS system is also a vital--and growing--piece of business

infrastructure. Consider for a moment that nearly every telecommunications

network, from wireless phone networks to the data networks that make up the

Internet, relies on the highly accurate clocks on the 27 GPS satellites to

keep its internal clocks correct, which helps data flow efficiently.

With civilian GPS, construction site managers can precisely determine where

their crews should dig. Many farmers rely on GPS equipment to steer their

tractors. Ground shippers like FedEx (nyse: FDX - news - people ) and

United Parcel Service (nyse: UPS - news - people ) are increasingly turning

to the GPS system for navigation.

