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Falmouth - Police used satellite technology to track down a man suspected in the beating of two seniors at the Hants County motel that they own. 

Windsor Rural RCMP were called to the Avonside Motel on Highway 1 in Falmouth at 1 p.m. Monday after a woman staggered across the road to a gas station and reported the incident. 

"They were beaten pretty badly," RCMP Staff Sgt. Tom Grant said. 

He said that as the couple were being taken to hospital, police learned that their car was missing. 

Officers contacted the dealership to find out whether the vehicle was equipped with On Star, a global positioning system that uses a microchip to locate a car and allows users to find out exactly where they are. 

Within minutes, operators at On Star offices in the United States were on the phone with police, telling them that the car was on Highway 104 near Pictou. 

When RCMP tried to pull over the vehicle, it sped ahead. Police used a spike belt to end the chase. 

A suspect, a Hants County man in his 20s, was being brought back to Windsor on Monday evening, Staff Sgt. Grant said. 

He said various criminal charges are possible, including theft and assault. 

Police don't know whether anything else was taken in the incident. 

The two seniors had injuries to several parts of their bodies and faces, including broken bones. 

"It's one of the most serious assaults I've seen in a while," Staff Sgt. Grant said. 

"They were in pretty bad shape." 

But he said he didn't believe the couple's injuries were life-threatening. 

They were still in Hants Community Hospital in Windsor on Monday evening. 

Police said they didn't know exactly when the assaults took place. But based on how far the car had travelled by the time they stopped it, they said some time may have elapsed before police were called. 

Staff Sgt. Grant said the technology used to track the car brings a high-tech component to crime-fighting. 

"It's a wonderful system," he said. 

The officer said the On Star office was even able to tell police how fast the vehicle was travelling. 

Staff Sgt. Grant wouldn't say what the speed was, except that it was "excessive." 


