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The satellite-based global positioning system
is poised to play a huge role in our daily lives
Dec. 4 -- NBC's Shellee Smith reports that GPS, or global positioning system, a network of satellites commonly used for navigation, is now showing up in some uncommon places.
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	By Shellee Smith
NBC NEWS
		
	Dec. 4 —  There have been so many technological advances in our everyday lives that it’s sometimes difficult to keep track of what they are. Maybe we need a GPS system for that. Not so long ago GPS — global positioning system — was an expensive technology confined to the military and high-end corporate uses. But no more. NBC’s Shellee Smith says we’re just getting started on knowing where we are.
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• eDiets Diet Center
• Shop at B&N.com
• Auctions at uBid
• Yellow Pages
• lavalife.com   Where singles click
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• MSN Broadband
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	GPS is now showing up in some uncommon places, including helping police track stolen cars, keeping an eye on parolees in 27 states and, for some, just making life a little easier. 
	
	       IN A BANK ROBBERY in Norfolk, Neb., in September, five people were killed and four armed men were ready to make a clean getaway — but it never happened. The police knew something the suspects didn’t.
       “The car was equipped with a GPS receiver,” an official explained.
       GPS is a network of satellites commonly used for navigation. But it’s now showing up in some uncommon places — and helping police track stolen cars and keep an eye on parolees in 27 states. For others, GPS is just making life a little easier.
       
HELP FOR AVERAGE PEOPLE
       In Simi Valley, Calif., more than a hundred buses are equipped with satellite receivers, letting passengers know exactly when the next bus will arrive — right down to the minute.
       “They never have to wonder where their bus is,” says Steven De George of the Ventura County Transportation Commission. 
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	       Blind since he was 3, Mike May uses a GPS receiver to guide him to the front door of his gym.
       “11 o’clock; 215 feet … you have arrived,” the receiver tells him.
       And with a GPS-controlled watch and a computer, parents can track a child’s every move.
       GPS even helped pinpoint the exact location of those miners trapped underground in Pennsylvania last summer.
       
‘NOTHING WILL BE THE SAME’
       And that’s just the beginning. Al Pisano, an engineer at the University of California at Berkeley, believes GPS will transform every aspect of our lives. “What you’re going to see is a new revolution in the first part of the 21st century,” he says. “Nothing will be the same.”
       Take the cell phone, for example. In the future every mobile phone will have a GPS receiver, so when you dial 911, police or paramedics can find you within minutes.
       In California, scientists hope to one day use GPS to predict earthquakes.
       And, in New Mexico, researchers are rounding up cattle using GPS — creating virtual fences on the range.
       “The animal was wearing the device, approached the virtual boundary, received the cue and turned back into the area that we wanted the animal to remain in,” says Dean Anderson, a scientist with the U.S. Department of Agriculture.
       Imagine a day when every airplane, guided by GPS, is able to land blind in bad weather, relieving airport congestion. Or every vehicle is able to get drivers out of traffic jams and summon help.
       GPS was once the secret weapon of the military, but it is now set to help all of us find our way through the 21st century.
       
	


