‘Reversible effects’ are of interest

LORD: SPACE COMMAND FOCUSING ON MAINTAINING SPACE SUPERIORITY
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Colorado Springs, CO -- Recognizing the critical importance of space assets to U.S. military capability, the commander of Air Force Space Command is transforming his organization into a “full spectrum space combat” command, he said here this week.

Attempts by the Iraqi military to jam Global Positioning System signals around Baghdad during Operation Iraqi Freedom proved that “war in space has begun,” AFSPC Commander Gen. Lance Lord said at the SpaceComm conference here Jan. 28. Lord was one of several Defense Department officials who emphasized the need to maintain “space superiority” at the

conference, which was sponsored by the Rocky Mountain Chapter of the Armed Forces Communications and Electronics Association, U.S. Northern Command and AFSPC.

His command continues to focus on its traditional missions, but has added capabilities that contribute to space superiority to its list of priorities, Lord told Inside the Air Force in an interview following his Jan. 28 luncheon speech. He said such capabilities include space situational awareness, defensive counterspace and offensive counterspace.

The command’s “Strategic Master Plan” for fiscal year 2006 and beyond, completed in October, includes “counterspace” as one of five main mission areas.

“AFSPC’s current and programmed [counterspace] capabilities have, as a whole, been sufficient for the needs of the modern warfighter, but only because our exploitation of the space medium has until recently been uncontested,” the strategic plan states.

The Air Force is planning several enhancements to its counterspace capability, the service’s program executive officer for space, Lt. Gen. Brian Arnold, told ITAF last summer (ITAF, July 4, 2003, p1). New programs include the Counter Surveillance and Reconnaissance System, designed to block an adversary’s access to satellite imagery, and the Counter Communications System, designed to block access to satellite communications. Both capabilities should be fielded by FY-08, Arnold said in July.

AFSPC’s strategic plan characterizes both capabilities as delivering “reversible effects.” Lord said his command is particularly focusing on such effects, which temporarily degrade enemy capability, but do not permanently damage their space systems. However, he did not rule out pursuing more damaging counterspace capabilities for use when it is in the interest of national security.

The United States must “protect this tremendous advantage that we have,” Lord said.

