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Lockheed Martin of Bethesda, Maryland, announced that Raytheon, ITT, and General Dynamics have joined its team in the next-generation GPS III Phase A competition. In May, former Lockheed competitor Spectrum Astro (Gilbert, Arizona) also joined the effort. This leaves The Boeing Company as the sole other entrant aspiring to the future modernization contracts. GPS III will add advanced antijam capabilities, improved system security and accuracy, and reliability to GPS. 

The Air Force had been scheduled to award two contracts — each valued at between $20 and $25 million — in September, designed to take the program through a system requirements review. Full competition for a single GPS III development contract with the GPS JPO could then come in FY05. The overall GPS III schedule has been in constant flux at the Department of Defense during recent months, with various fiscal-year budgets frozen, then possibly unfrozen, or at least under reconsideration. 

ITT (White Plains, New York) brings its experience in satellite payload design to the effort. Raytheon (Lexington, Massachusetts) will focus on the control segment, and General Dynamics (Falls Church, Virginia) will furnish the communication payload element, modeling and simulation, and systems security engineering support. 

Lockheed itself has a long history with the GPS program, including provision of the Block IIR and IIR-M satellites now being launched as well as responsibilities for the control segment. 

Boeing IIF Subcontract. The Boeing Company’s Integrated Defense Systems division of Seal Beach, California, meanwhile awarded a potential $4.4 million contract to Merrimac Industries, Inc., for work on the GPS IIF satellites. Merrimac will furnish beamforming networks and RF/microwave signal-processing components. 

Merrimac’s immediate contract for $663,000 will cover components to be installed on Space Vehicles 2 and 3 of the GPS IIF (for “follow-on”). If additional options are exercised for IIF Space Vehicles 4 through a potential 12, the contract could amount to $4.4 million. 

While the IIR (replenishment) generation is currently getting its first launches, IIF upgrades, scheduled for completion in 2008, will boost satellite power levels, improve antijamming, and provide higher integrity, two new civil signals (L2C and L5), and new military codes. The IIF program was designed as a transition to the completely new constellation (and reconceptualized system) of GPS III satellites. 

Merrimac Industries, Inc., based in West Caldwell, New Jersey, specializes in design and manufacture of RF microwave signal processing components for wireless, space, defense, and other applications.

