Location-Based Services Win Cellular Challenge

GPS World
Networks in Motion Inc., a location-based services (LBS) developer from Irvine, California, won the LBS Wireless Challenge at the Cellular Telephone Industry Association (CTIA) Wireless 2004 show held in Atlanta, Georgia, March 22–24. Networks in Motion’s winning entry, Atlas Book, functions as a personalized trip planner, delivering the user’s GPS position, maps, turn-by-turn travel directions, and selected Yellow Pages content to certified GPS-enabled handset models, currently available from Audiovox, LG, Motorola, and Samsung. The pre-release version of Atlas Book tested in California and demonstrated in Atlanta uses a Qualcomm chipset and that company’s binary run-time environment for wireless (BREW) platform. 

LBS Challenge sponsors NAVTEQ, a digital mapmaker based in Chicago, Illinois, and GPS provider SiRF Technology, Inc. of San Jose, California, sought to “accelerate growth of the marketplace” and “bring together entities that would want to commercially launch a product,” according to George Filley, NAVTEQ vice-president for Internet and wireless. Founded in 1985 as Navigation Technologies, Inc., the company renamed itself as NAVTEQ in March of this year. 

Touted three to four years ago as potential “killer apps” that would drive GPS into mass consumer applications, LBS have been slow to take off. Industry participants at the Challenge awards ceremony privately predicted an aggressive marketplace push for LBS from major wireless carriers in the fourth quarter of this year, riding on GPS-enabled handsets. Nextel, Sprint, and Verizon have announced handset-based assisted GPS (AGPS) solutions to meet Federal Communications Commission (FCC) mandates for locatable cell phones in E911 use. Other carriers, including AT&T and Cingular, are reportedly exploring cellular network-based solutions to meet the FCC requirements, which carry a December 31, 2005 deadline. Presumably LBS for consumers will ride the coattails of this new generation of locatable phones. 

Among the other eight finalists in the LBS Challenge, runner-up uLocate (Newton Center, Massachusetts) used both Trimble and SiRF GPS chipsets in demonstration models of its service, enabling cellphone users to view the last known location of “members” of their account (family members, employees, colleagues, or friends), see their own current location on a map, and receive arrival and departure alerts of other members. A co-runner-up, Quarterscope of Needham, Massachusetts, used wireless local area network (LAN) technology, or Wi-Fi, and not GPS, as a positioning solution

