Repaired rocket cleared for launch

Floridatoday.com, 8 Dec 02


By Kelly Young 

CAPE CANAVERAL -- The Delta 2 rocket that was damaged in a crane accident in October is repaired and scheduled to fly Jan. 29. 
The U.S. Air Force and rocket manufacturer The Boeing Co., met Dec. 4 and closed their review of the incident. 
On Oct. 25 at launch pad 17 at Cape Canaveral Air Force Station, a crane operator accidentally lifted the military satellite and the third stage of the rocket after they were attached to the lower portion of the rocket. 
The Air Force reported no damage to the Global Positioning System satellite. No one was injured. 
The lower part of the rocket's third stage, the spin table, was damaged and replaced, the Los Angeles Air Force Base Public Affairs Office said in response to written questions. The rest of the rocket was fine. 
Currently, the Delta 2's first and second stages and graphite epoxy motors stand ready on the launch pad. The new spin table and the old payload attachment fitting are still in a Cape Canaveral processing facility. 
"The Air Force intends to launch as soon as Boeing can convincingly provide a flightworthy Delta 2 rocket," the Air Force said. 
