US, Europe still at odds on satellite navigation systems
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Despite hopeful signs last month, a new round of negotiations between the United States and the European Union have failed to resolve a transatlantic dispute over rival satellite navigation systems, US officials said Monday. 

Negotiators from the two sides ended three days of talks on Friday without US concerns being met on Europe's Galileo system's potential interference with the military applications of the US Global Positioning System (GPS), the officials said. 

"We still haven't convinced them," one US official said. "These are complicated issues." 

Both sides said last month that they were drawing closer to reaching a deal on the co-existence of the two systems with the United States offering to share its expertise in setting up a satellite navigation system and adopt the European's signal structure if it did not interfere with GPS. 

The US offer came after the Europeans agreed late last year to modify the modulation of Galileo signals intended for government use so they would not disrupt encrypted GPS signals to be used by the US military and NATO. 

The two sides had hoped to reach agreement last week on the unresolved issue of Galileo's open or commercial signals which are currently planned to use a spectrum that could also disrupt the GPS military system. 

"We were not able to actually finish that agreement," a second US official said. 

The US officials maintained that progress had been made and differences narrowed in last week's negotiations and said they were hopeful that the next round of talks -- to be held in late February in Brussels -- could lead to a quick deal. 

"We believe that its possible to -- in a fairly short period of time, maybe a month or two months -- be able to reach agreement," the first official said. 

Ahead of last week's talks, the European Commission said it had made several concessions already on its civilian signal and was loathe to undermine Galileo's commercial prospects by degrading further its high performance. 

And, heading into the talks, said only that it would "take account of US national security concerns" at the upcoming meeting. 

Still, US officials had been optimistic that the Europeans would agree to move their open signal in exchange for the incentives. 

The United States has been watching the development of Galileo warily for the past two years, fearing it could compromise US and NATO military operations which rely on the GPS system for navigation and combatant location. 

At one point, Washington suggested that the Galileo was an unnecessary rival to GPS that merely duplicated the US system. 

But Europe has forged ahead with the project and Galileo is set to be operation by 2008 with 30 satellites encircling the globe in medium orbit. 
