GPS tech helps in ice rescue

CNN

Cleveland, Ohio (AP) --Cell phones, night-vision goggles and a satellite tracking system are being credited with helping save 14 fishermen who were stranded on ice in Lake Erie.

The Coast Guard was able to more easily find the men this week because they had Global Positioning System receivers, which allowed rescuers to track a satellite signal.

The guard's goggles allowed them to see five miles ahead in the twilight and the men had used their cellular phones to call for help when the ice floe broke loose northwest of Catawba Island.

Coast Guard commanding officer Mark Butts says the men did everything right.

Everyone was back on land within two hours. No one was injured.

The guard warns people to stay off the lake ice, yet officers rescue an average of 50 to 100 people from ice floes each year.

