Four Seek Galileo Lead Role

GPS World 

Four consortia have responded to the Galileo Joint Undertaking (GJU) invitation to tender proposals to operate the Galileo system that will serve as the European counterpart to GPS. 

The GJU expects to select a concessionaire by the end of 2004. Teams headed by leading European aerospace enterprises submitted bids by the December 5 deadline. They include 

• A consortium led by Eutelsat together with Logica CMG, Hispasat, and AENA (Aeropuertos Españoles y Navegación Aerea). Originally established in 1977 as an intergovernmental organization, Eutelsat is now a private company headquartered in Paris, France. It owns and operates 19 geostationary satellites and has capacity on three more, offering mobile communications, broadband Internet, and radio and television broadcasting to commercial and government customers as well as service providers. Established in December 2002 through the merger of Logica and CMG, Logica CMG employs about 21,000 staff in offices across 34 countries and supplies mobile telecom applications, road/rail/air/marine transport telematics, defense information technology (IT), security IT, and ground infrastructure for satellite navigation and control. Hispasat is Spain’s national satellite operator, and AENA is the Spanish air navigation service provider. 

• A joint bid from Inmarsat Ventures plc, EADS Space Services, and the Thales Group. Inmarsat Ventures plc is a global provider of mobile satellite communications services; Thales Group (formerly Thomson-CSF and recent acquisitions that include Racal and Magellan Corporation) provides commercial electronics for markets in aerospace, defense, and information technology & services. The Group employs 65,000 people in nearly 50 countries worldwide and generated revenues of over e11 billion in 2002. EADS Space Services is a fully owned subsidiary of EADS, European Aeronautic Defense and Space company, and had sales of e2.2 billion in 2002 and 12.300 employees in France, Germany, the United Kingdom, and Spain. 

• The Navigator Consortium, headed by OHB Technology AG based in Bremen, Germany. OHB Technology is a European group of companies with more than 300 employees specializing in space technology, security, telematics, and satellite services. The consortium reportedly includes Surrey Satellite Technology Ltd., which is building one of the prototype Galileo satellites under contract with the European Space Agency, and IBM Deutschland. 

• Alcatel, of France, a telecommunications infrastructure provider, along with Italy’s e7.76-billion high-technology group Finmeccanica (corporate parent of Alenia Spazio, Telespazio, and Laben, providers of space hardware, ground services, and user equipment, respectively), and Vinci Concessions, of France. 

The concessionaire will have responsibility for implementing a public–private partnership that will oversee completion of the Galileo space and ground segments and operate the system.

