Space News

FCC Rejects Further Limits on Ultra Wideband Devices 

The U.S. Federal Communications Commission (FCC) denied requests for more restrictions on the operation of ultra wideband devices, leaving the guidelines adopted in 2002 largely unchanged.

The commission approved limited use of the devices, which use low-power radio signals in various frequencies, in February 2002. The transmission frequencies include those used by U.S. Global Positioning System (GPS) aircraft landing systems, broadcast and cellular services. The FCC feels its current guidelines both protect existing services while allowing an ultra wideband market to develop, the FCC announced Feb. 13.

One GPS industry official said the industry’s concerns have been alleviated somewhat because the manufacturers of ultra wideband devices have focused on products that operate in frequencies above the range of GPS devices.

The bigger concern in the GPS industry now is a Feb. 13 statement by Ed Thomas, chief of the FCC’s Office of Engineering and Technology, that future testing of ultra-wideband devices would be closed to the public, the GPS official said.

"I don’t want the tests they are performing to be ones that we won’t understand," the official said. "The law requires that the agency do things in the open. The least they can do is allow for public comment before the testing is done." 

