Europe Concedes To U.S. On One GPS, Galileo Roadblock 

By Peter B. de Selding

PARIS - The European Union has bowed to U.S. demands that signals from Europe’s planned constellation of navigation satellites not interfere with the future military signal that will be part of the U.S. Global Positioning System (GPS) of navigation satellites.

European officials said the agreement removes the largest obstacle that has blocked an overall agreement between Europe and the United States for the co-existence of GPS and Europe’s planned Galileo satellite navigation system.

U.S. and European officials said a global agreement is not yet at hand, however. In particular, European officials said the U.S. side has now expressed concern for the first time that part of the main Galileo open signal might in fact interrupt the Pentagon’s planned GPS M-code under certain battlefield conditions. The GPS M-code has been accepted by most NATO member states as the one their future defense forces will use. The M-code will be embedded into weaponry as well as used for navigation by troops and air forces.

