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Space Command Partners With Region To Boost Security

By Gen. Lance W. Lord, USAF

As the commander of Air Force Space Command, I’d like to thank the city of Colorado Springs and the surrounding community for your partnership during the course of the past year in advancing military space power.

What a productive year it’s been! Your United States Air Force conducted 33 successful launches, from both U.S. coasts, of high-tech spacecraft that included missions for: NASA (most notably, two Mars Exploration Rovers), the Global Positioning System, the Defense Satellite Communications System, Navy ultra-high frequency communications and the National Reconnaissance Office. Additional test launches of both intercontinental and submarine-launched ballistic missiles put teeth in our mission to deter weapons of mass destruction.

These missions, coupled with the dedication of all of our servicemen and women and those who support them, are absolutely critical to the strength and lethality of combat operations Enduring Freedom and Iraqi Freedom. They replenished and improved our military’s global ability to communicate securely on the battlefield, strike at realtime targets with precision-guided munitions within minutes in all weather conditions and decreased the number of U.S. personnel in theater by allowing greater reachback — leveraging satellite links to enable their contributions while located safely within our borders.

Further, these missions improved the warfighting capabilities of soldiers, sailors and airmen around the world with prompt and accurate intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance. Through your partnership and the support of the president, the secretary of defense, the secretary of the Air Force and the undersecretary of the Air Force, along with the Air Force chief of staff, our space capabilities are providing America the warfighting edge it deserves.

Air Force Space Command is partnering with our defense contractor teams and launching these capabilities with advanced rocketry known as Atlas V and Delta IV while phasing out the launch vehicles that served us so well throughout our history. We are also developing advanced spacecraft that are on the cutting edge of technology to provide an even greater ability for our nation and those deployed in harm’s way to ensure our national security.

Perhaps our greatest capability is one we hope to never launch, but is always ready. All across the Great Plains, we have been upgrading our nation’s nuclear deterrent force. America’s ICBM force continues to provide America a continuous, round-the-clock deterrent to terrorists or hostile nations that might choose to use weapons of mass destruction against us. Air Force Space Command is also partnered with the Missile Defense Agency as we prepare to field a missile defense network.

This past year marked the 100th anniversary of powered flight. Wilbur and Orville Wright powered the first airplane and flew, for the first time, on Dec. 17, 1903. Their creativity and ingenuity set the stage for the incredible advancements over the past century, and their spirit lives on with zeal and gusto as we make incredible advancements in military space. This past year was also one of tragedy. We will never forget the morning of Feb. 1, when we lost our astronauts over Texas. Rest assured, we will continue the mission they were committed to. Man will once again slip the surly bonds of earth, flying safer, faster and farther.

As 2004 begins, the Air Force, as the Department of Defense executive agent for space, will continue providing innovative solutions in space to improve national security and our way of life. Air Force Space Command will continue its great work and make progress on the high frontier — thanks to the hard work of many people here in Colorado Springs. I’d like to thank each of you for your important contributions to our great mission through your partnership and friendship. If you haven’t already, come along with us for the ride in the wild blue yonder . . . and the high frontier of space.

Lord is the commander of Air Force Space Command located at Peterson Air Force Base.
