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Air Force Rocket Puts GPS Satellite Into Space

TBO.com News



CAPE CANAVERAL - An Air Force Boeing Delta 2 rocket carried a Global Positioning System satellite into orbit last week to replace an older model that sometimes goes off-line. 

The rocket launched without problems at 5:09 p.m. and the satellite was in orbit 68 minutes later, officials said. The elliptical orbit is 101 nautical miles above Earth at its nearest point and 10,998 nautical miles away at its farthest. 

It will replace a 13-year-old satellite that Air Force officials described as unhealthy because it occasionally doesn't work. When the newer model takes its place in the coming weeks, the old model will be boosted out of its orbit. 

The mission costs $90 million, including the Lockheed Martin-built satellite that has a life expectancy of 10 years. 

The satellite joins a GPS network that lets military ships, planes and ground-based personnel, as well as civilians, determine their position with near-pinpoint accuracy anywhere in the world. 

Air Force Col. Gregg Billman, who flew missions during 1991's Operation Desert Storm in jets both with and without GPS capability, said the difference is like night and day. 

``Flying my old 1968-era F-111 E over the expansiveness of Iraq with nothing but a stopwatch, a radar and a map is a big difference,'' compared to the accuracy afforded by GPS-guided aircraft, he said. 
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