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	In Iraq, GPS Is Surviving Jamming Threat, Pentagon Says 
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The Global Positioning System (GPS), the linchpin of the U.S. military's all-weather, precision-bombing capability, is functioning despite possible jamming attempts by the Iraqi military, a Pentagon official said March 24. 

Efforts to jam the satellite-based navigation system's signal, widely acknowledged as vulnerable, has not affected the U.S. air campaign, Maj. Gen. Stanley A. McChrystal, the Army's vice director for operations, said in a Pentagon news briefing. 

Earlier on March 24, White House officials accused Russian companies of supplying GPS jamming equipment to the Iraqi military, along with air defense and command and control technologies. U.S. government reports have been critical of the navigation system's ability to defend against jamming threats, and such concerns have been widely reported in the buildup to the war. 

However, Pentagon officials consistently have brushed off concerns about the Iraqi military's ability to jam the GPS signal, the primary navigational aid for much of the U.S. military's arsenal, including the Joint Direct Attack Munition and the Tactical Tomahawk. 

Precision bombing has been a hallmark of the U.S. and British air campaign in Iraq to date, accounting for 100 percent of the munitions used in the war so far. 

"Our air forces continue to strike regime command and control and military formations virtually all over the country with precision munitions and precision application of those munitions," Gen. Tommy Franks, U.S. Central Command chief, said in a briefing at his regional headquarters in Qatar on March 24. 

In five days, coalition air crews have flown more than 6,000 sorties, including more than 2,000 on Sunday. Although the ratio of strike sorties has remained constant, the number of aim points has declined dramatically as the coalition's focus shifts from fixed targets to mobile targets on the battlefield. 

On March 23, coalition air crews reported targeting 200 aim points during more than 2,000 sorties, down significantly from a March 21 total of 1,500 aim points during the same number of missions. 

Munitions used so far include the first operational deployment of the EGBU-27, a 2,000-pound hard-target penetrator warhead equipped with the Global Positioning System as a navigational aid. The attacks also have featured an air strike by a Predator unmanned aerial vehicle, believed to be the Air Force's first operational use of an armed UAV. Previous strikes by Predators during the war on terrorism were conducted by the U.S. Central Intelligence Agency. 

The coalition also has encountered some aviation setbacks early in the campaign, including the downing of an AH-64D Apache Longbow during an intense and unexpected battle with an Iraqi ground force. 




